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The Gospel of Jesus Announced: The Spirit of Wisdom and New Creation

Mark 1:1-13

Matthew, Mark and Luke: the “synoptic gospels


“syn” (together) and “opsis” (a view)

Matthew gathers his material like an impressionist painter

Mark a rapid succession of camera shots

Luke a detailed, unfolding historical narrative

John a series of reoccurring ideas, a defense rather than a history
Many believe the writer, Mark to have been John-Mark we read about in Acts


He was the son of a Jewish mother and a Gentile father

Why does Mark’s gospel appear second in order?


If his is the source for both Matthew and Luke, why not put Mark’s gospel first?

One commentator I read says: Matthew wrote to the Jews, Luke wrote to the Gentiles, Mark belongs in the middle between the two – like the unfolding of the expansion of the gospel


First to Jews, then to Gentiles


Maybe Mark’s first intended audience was the non-Jewish people living in
          
Palestine?



Who were “half-breeds,” dual nationalities like himself

Its clear Mark was writing to Christians who were suffering at the hands of Emperor Nero
But the historian Eusebius said that after the death of Peter, Christians in Rome asked Mark to write down everything Peter had taught him

If Matthew and Luke are the reporters, Mark is the cameraman


Or if Matthew and Luke are like book authors, Mark is like a newspaper

          
reporter, or like someone writing the script for a TV docudrama 

Mark certainly doesn’t recount all the stories, but the stories he does record include lots of detail, lots of color, and lots of action
Some of Mark’s favorite words are: “immediately” and “at once” and also “astonished” and “amazed.’ Mark records pace and activity and immediacy 
Mark seems to be more interested in what Jesus did than necessarily what he said.
And he begins his gospel where Matthew took 8 chapters to build up to.
Mark wants his readers to see the evidences of the King and his Kingdom 
He emphasizes Jesus as challenging and confounding and breaking conventional stereotypes in religion, in society and in politics

He also emphasizes Jesus’ divine authority as King, the mission of the King, and Jesus as the Son of God
The second half of Mark’s gospel shows Jesus “on his way to Jerusalem,” knowing what awaited him there. While on the way Jesus teaches his followers about the true cost of discipleship, and how discipleship is marked with suffering. 

Jesus would prove his kingship by suffering for his subjects at the Cross
The early historians believed that Mark grew up in the house where the Last Supper took place, and where the early Jerusalem church met

He spent time with the Apostle Peter, and they were very close, and from whom he got his material from Peter’s eye witness experience with Jesus

And Mark’s gospel seems to have the same pace and eagerness as Peter’s personality as recorded in the four gospels

Church tradition has it that Mark was responsible for the first evangelistic work in Egypt, that he established the church in Alexandria

Church tradition also says that Mark died by being dragged through the streets by exasperated Egyptians, then thrown into prison, and then was burned to death
Mark 1:1-3 the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, Behold I send my messenger before you face, who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

Notice that Mark doesn’t start with the “history of Jesus,” or the “story of Jesus.” He starts with the gospel. He wants us to see and know the story of the gospel.
Mark 1:4-8 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.

There is a scene her referencing both the Creation Story and the Exodus from Egypt


Like Creation, the announcement of God creating new life, new lives


Like Exodus, people were coming out from the cities and towns to see and hear
          
the news



To be freed from slavery, from hopelessness 

Encouraging the people to leave their sins behind and repent


To now turn around and go in the right direction


Repentance had to precede baptism



Baptism is not the means by which sins are forgiven



Baptism is a sign indicating that one has truly repented and been



forgiven 
Luke 3, John calls the people coming to them a “brood of vipers”

1. Getting baptized as a religious act, instead of heart change

2. Claiming Abraham as father – claiming lineage and background, even knowledge or religious history and experience

John being in the wilderness – to fulfill prophecy



Seen as a place without distractions and full of temptations

Seen as a place of purification could happen
And…outside of the city…like Jesus was crucified outside of the city
So here’s a question: Why did Jesus think it important to be baptized?
Mark 1:9-11 in those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came down from heaven. You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.

By being baptized he was expressing his being separated (sanctified) for a purpose

To be King and to announce the Kingdom of God


Except for the King part, our baptism sets us apart as Kingdom citizens as well


The Spirit descends upon him – like an anointing



The heavens are opened to his eyes… and our prayers



He, like us, is given power by the Holy Spirit


He hears the assuring and accepting words of his Father 

In Jesus’ own baptism, we read the words that every child wants to hear from his/her father


“You are my dear child; I am so pleased with you; I take such delight in you!”
When we believe and are baptized, we each experience the same approval from God


Not that we are seen for who we’ve been, but for who and what Jesus is


We identify with him; and he identifies with us

How can this be?

Jesus is the Messiah – he represents the people

What is true for him is then also made true by extension for his people
In Jesus’ baptism there is a parallel with the Resurrection 

In resurrecting Jesus from the dead, God the Father approves of Jesus



And God the Father approves, meaning accepts the payment for our sins


Jesus coming to life again, and being alive forever means God accepts us and
does not hold our sins against us, for those of us who believe

Mark 1:12-13 the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.

Already Jesus’ battle against the powers of darkness begins. The battle lines are drawn.
And Jesus, like us is taken through a period of severe testing


Ordained by God (the Spirit immediately drove him out into the
                    wilderness)

So why did Jesus have to undergo testing out in the desert?
So we would see that he wasn’t some kind of clone who had no desires on his own


That his obedience to the Father was of his own free will

Yet Jesus is not abandoned, for he has the presence of the Holy Spirit

The unity of the Triune God continues and prevails

And Mark adds this little tidbit about Jesus being with the wild animals

To put him in danger, thus showing all temptation to be dangerous?

Or like the animals before the Fall, transforming hostile creation into a

peaceable Kingdom?

Or are the wild beasts Satan’s little helpers?

Or to help his readers to know that they may someday be thrown to the

wild and savage animals by Nero? This reference to wild animals

could have been an intentional encouragement to his readers that


Jesus dealt with wild animals too, so his followers should expect


the same

And the angels are there ministering to him…and the readers can assume
God will not forsake them either in their trials for their faith
Already Mark is indirectly asking his readers the question:

Are we willing to yield to the King of kings and accept his offer of citizenship in the Kingdom, even when it may seem contrary to our own will or desires?
Are we each willing to be identified with Jesus?
Are we each willing to follow Jesus as citizens of his Kingdom, even when following him means testing, or hardship or trials or persecution?
Already only 13 verses in and Mark is laying some serious theology on us:

Jesus showed us how to live a holy human life

More importantly, he came to this earth as a human to die in our place for our sins

But he also came as the Son of God, the King announcing his Kingdom and being the


focus of his Kingdom for others to follow

But what does it mean to be a Christian, a follower of Jesus, a citizen of the Kingdom of God? The great English Baptist preacher Charles Spurgeon says this about that:
1. Have faith in Jesus – not just in Jesus as a historical figure, but faith in Jesus that means we trust his death and resurrection to be complete and effective to eradicate our sins and to remove the death sentence our sins deserve forever. 

2. As Christians we renounce our self-righteousness, and confess our sins. It is Jesus who saves us. We know we cannot save ourselves
3. As Christians our lives are marked with continual repentance, as sin is unbecoming for a follower of Jesus. It is the same Holy Spirit that gives us the freedom and the power to not sin like we thought we were locked into doing before we had faith

4. Being a Christian means we become disciples – being obedient to both Jesus’ teaching, his commandments and his example

5. And being a Christian means we confess and profess his stamp on us by being baptized, and in how we conduct ourselves in the remainder of our lives on this earth

Matthew 10:38-39 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
When we are baptized we are identifying ourselves with Jesus, and he identifies himself with us


But baptism is meant to be a first symbolic of death – and then symbolic of

 

emergence into new life in Christ

When we experience hardship, pain and loss, we allow that same hardship, pain and loss to make us more and more like Jesus. It is our reaction to those hard times that make us each a more credible witness to and example of the gospel

As Christians we receive suffering as an opportunity for God to accomplish something for the gospel in and through us, so the suffering is not wasted

In the early days of the Church, followers of Jesus would rush into suffering

In these more modern days, Jesus’ followers run away from suffering

But the love of God is not mere sentiment – it is also powerful

That same love allows us to identify with Jesus, the Son of God in baptism

And in obedience

And even in suffering. God’s love for us through Jesus is strong enough to give us joy in all of that. To accept it, and to react to suffering as Jesus reacted to his own suffering
Jesus understood, and we can understand too the love behind the gospel: but we must look at the heart of the One who sent Jesus to be our atonement: again I quote (loosely) from Charles Spurgeon:
“The authority of God the Father, the sender – the gospel says we will do what God commands. God is completely sovereign, yet his sovereignty is marked by incredible love for his Creation
The motive of the sender – to refuse to respond to the gospel is to give insult to God’s great, sacrificial love for us

The great gift of the sender: he has given us his only begotten Son – to refuse Jesus is a high affront to God’s measureless love

The reasonableness of the sender – should not all mankind believe their God and trust their Savior?

The earnestness of the sender – God holds the gospel of Jesus in high esteem. In Jesus, God provides the way of escape from sins and a new, reconciled relationship with him, and all this with energy and compassion and patience”
To follow Jesus, even in baptism, and even through suffering secures and proclaims the honor of God

Like Jesus having been free to accept Satan’s temptations and yet not doing so, we are also given the strength to follow Jesus…as we seek him with humility, as we confess and renounce our sins

And as we follow him through our own temptations to run from suffering, or to disavow our relationship with him or to curse him when we do find ourselves suffering

In our baptism, in our hanging close with God’s people, and even in how we respond to our hard times is our way of “Preparing the way of the Lord, making his paths straight”
The question for us is, how do you and I prepare the way of the Lord, making his paths straight?


By sticking close to Jesus


By being intentional in everything we do, as an act of worship and mission


By suffering well, not resenting the suffering or even God himself for allowing
it


By seeing everything we are, everything we say and do as a display of what we
 
believe, and how important we think Jesus and his Kingdom really are to
us and the world
